
AGENDA REPORT 

     To: Mayor Pat Humphrey and the Clare City Commission  
From:  Ken Hibl, City Manager 
Date:   November 2, 2017 
    RE: Election Year Resolution 
 
For the Agenda of November 6, 2017 
 

 

Background.  The Charter of the City of Clare (see copy of att’d extract) stipulates the City is 
required to hold annual elections for its city commissioners and that commissioners shall serve 
three-year terms.  Compliance with this aspect of the City Charter can be an unnecessary expense 
and oftentimes simply doesn’t make sense – a great example being our current November 
election with two of our city commissioners running unopposed for their incumbent offices and 
no other referendum subjects on the ballot.  
 
Generally speaking, we are obligated to abide by the requirements of our Charter unless 
superseded by state or federal law.  And the only way to amend the City Charter is by 
appointment of a Charter Commission, which is a lengthy process ultimately requiring a vote of 
the municipality’s electorate and approval by the Governor.    But as our current requirement to 
hold annual elections even when it does not make sense to do so is not unique only to our 
Charter and our municipality, the State of Michigan has passed a law allowing local governing 
bodies to adopt a Resolution to hold general municipal elections on even years and concurrently 
changing the terms of office of its elected body to four-year terms to synchronize the election of 
our city commissioners with the even-year elections without the process of a Charter 
amendment.  Our City Attorney has provided us an implementing Resolution (copy att’d as 

Resolution 2017-149) to accommodate that change.  The City Commission is asked to hold the 
required hearing (see copy of att’d notice) and decide whether to adopt the resolution.   
 
It should be noted that adopting this Resolution does not preclude holding odd-year elections for 
specific ballot issues, e.g., voter-approved millages, voter-approved bond sales, school elections, 
etc.    
  
Issues & Questions Specified. Should the City Commission approve by motion the conduct of a 
public hearing and subsequently approve Resolution 2017-149? 
  
Alternatives. 

1. Approve by appropriate motion and vote the conduct of a hearing and subsequently adopt 
the proposed Resolution. 

2. Do not adopt the Resolution. 
3. Set aside the decision regarding this matter to a later date. 

  
Financial Impact.   This year’s off-year election will cost us approximately $5,000. 
 
Recommendation.  I recommend that the City Commission adopt Resolution 2017-149 (copy 

attached).   
  
 

 



 2

Attachments. 

1. Extract of City Charter. 
2. Public Notice 
3. Resolution 2017-149. 
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Section 4.1. - Officers to be elected and terms.  

The elective officers of the city shall be five commissioners, all of whom shall be elected from the city 
at large. No more than two commissioners shall be elected at each regular city election. The names of all 
candidates for commission shall appear on the same ballot, and each elector shall be entitled to vote for 
not more than two candidates. The candidates shall be elected for three-year terms. The term of office of 
the commissioners shall commence on, and date from, the Monday following the regular city election at 
which they are elected.  

At the November 1987 election of officers, under this charter, the electors shall be entitled to vote for 
not more than three candidates for the city commission. The two candidates with the highest number of 
votes shall be declared elected for three-year terms and the one candidate with the third highest number 
of votes shall be declared elected for a two-year term. Thereafter, the election will be governed by this 
amended section.  

(Referendum of 11-3-1987)  

Section 4.4. - Election date.  

A regular city election shall be held in one or more precincts at such place therein as shall be 
designated by the commission on the first Monday in April of each year.  

State Law reference— Charter to provide for time of holding election, MCL 117.3(c).  

Section 4.11. - Nominations.  

The method of nomination of all officers provided for in this charter who are elected by the electors of 
the city shall be by petition. Such petitions shall be signed by not less than twenty-five, nor more than fifty 
qualified registered electors of the City of Clare. No person shall sign his name to a greater number of 
petitions for any one office than there will be persons elected to said office at said election. Where any 
signature appears on more petitions than there are candidates to be elected to said office, such names 
shall be counted only in the order of the respective dates of signing as shown in the petition. Nomination 
petitions shall be filed with the clerk at least twenty days and not more than thirty days prior to the date of 
holding the election. The clerk shall publish notice of the last day permitted for filing nomination petitions, 
at least one week before, and not more than three weeks before, that date.  

State Law reference— Charter to provide for nomination of elective officers, MCL 117.3(b); 
candidates for board offices, MCL 168.646a.  

Section 4.16. - Canvass of votes.  

The city commission shall be the board of canvassers [of] the votes at all city elections. The 
commission shall convene on Thursday next succeeding each election at the hour of 8:00 p.m., at their 
usual place of meeting and determine the results of the election upon each question and proposition 
voted upon and what persons are duly elected to the several offices respectively at said election.  

Editor's note— The board of county canvassers handles the canvass of votes pursuant to MCL 
168.24a.  





 
 CITY OF CLARE 

RESOLUTION 2017 - 149 

 

 RESOLUTION TO CHANGE ELECTION YEAR 

 
 

At a regular meeting of the City Commission of the City of Clare, Clare County, 
Michigan, held on the ______ day of ___________________, 2017, at ___________ 
a.m./p.m., the following Resolution was offered by Commissioner 
________________ and supported by Commissioner _______________________: 
 
 

WHEREAS, elections for the City Offices are currently held annually in 
the month of November;  

 
WHEREAS, Michigan law provides that “a city that holds its regular 

election for city offices annually or in the odd year on the November regular 
election date may change its regular election schedule to the even year general 
election and the even year primary election by adopting a resolution in 
compliance with section 642.”  MCL 168.642a(4); 

 
WHEREAS, on _______________________, pursuant to MCL 168.624(7)(c), 

the City published notice in the ________________________________ of its intent to 
hold a public hearing to consider whether the regular elections for City Offices 
which are normally held annually in November should be changed to be held in 
November in even numbered years; 

 
WHEREAS, on ____________________________, pursuant to MCL 

168.642(7)(b), the City held a public hearing to consider whether the regular 
elections for City Offices which are normally held annually in November should 
be changed to be held in November in even numbered years; 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission has determined that changing the 

regular elections for City Offices from annual November elections to November 
elections in even numbered years will save tax money as it would consolidate 
the City Office election with the regular schedule for state and county elections; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the City Commission desires to change the regular elections 

for City Offices from annual November elections to November elections in even 
numbered years. 
 

WHEREAS, the State Election Law requires that the deadline for 
nominating petitions are fifteen weeks prior to an election.  The City Charter, 
Section 4.11 requires that nominations for all officers provided for in the 



Charter who are elected shall file their nominating petitions at least twenty 
days, and not more than thirty days, prior to the date of holding the election.  
The Charter provision is inconsistent with State law. 
 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 

 
1. Commencing after December 31, 2017, all elections for City offices shall 

be held in November of even numbered years. 
 
2. In order to comply with the change in election dates pursuant to the 

statute, the current terms of office of City Commissioners are extended 
as follows:  
 
a. The terms of office of the two City Commissioners elected in 2017 

for three-year terms shall expire in November, 2020. 
 

b. The terms of office of the two City Commissioners elected in 2018 
shall be for four-year terms and shall expire in November, 2022.  

 
c. The term of office of the one City Commissioner who was elected in 

2016 for a three-year term is extended to November, 2020. 
 

3. The provision of City Charter, Section 4.1 is hereby amended to read: 
 
Section 4.1. - Officers to be elected and terms. 
 

The elective officers of the city shall be five commissioners, all of whom 
shall be elected from the city at large. No more than three commissioners shall 
be elected at each regular city election. The names of all candidates for 
commission shall appear on the same ballot, and each elector shall be entitled 
to vote for the lesser of three candidates or the number of candidates who 
appear on the ballot. The candidates shall be elected for four-year terms. The 
term of office of the commissioners shall commence on, and date from, the 
Monday following January 1 of the year following the election.  Odd numbered 
year terms superseded by MCL 168.644(G)(2). 

 
 
4. The provision of City Charter, Section 4.4 is hereby amended to read: 
 
Section 4.4. - Election date.  
 

A regular city election shall be held in one or more precincts at such place 
therein as shall be designated by the commission on the regular November 
election date as established by law.  



State Law reference— Charter to provide for time of holding election, MCL 
117.3(c).  Note: The City’s regular election shall be held in even year general 
elections and its primary shall be held in even year primary elections MCL 
168.642a(4).  

5. The provision of City Charter, Section 4.11 is hereby amended to read: 
 
Section 4.11. - Nominations.  
 

The method of nomination of all officers provided for in this charter who are 
elected by the electors of the city shall be by petition. Such petitions shall be 
signed by not less than twenty-five, nor more than fifty qualified registered 
electors of the City of Clare. No person shall sign his name to a greater number 
of petitions for any one office than there will be persons elected to said office at 
said election. Where any signature appears on more petitions than there are 
candidates to be elected to said office, such names shall be counted only in the 
order of the respective dates of signing as shown in the petition. Nomination 
petitions shall be filed with the clerk by 4:00 p.m. on the fifteenth Tuesday 
before the election, pursuant to MCL 168.644f. The clerk shall publish notice 
in accordance with current election law.  

State Law reference— Charter to provide for nomination of elective officers, 
MCL 117.3(b); candidates for board offices, MCL 168.646a.  

6. The provision of City Charter, Section 4.16 is hereby deleted as it is 
superseded by MCL 168.24. 
 

Upon a ROLL CALL VOTE, the vote was as follows: 

 
Ayes:  

 
Nays:  

 
Abstain:  

 
Absent:  

 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

 
The undersigned Clerk of the City of Clare hereby certifies that this 

resolution was duly adopted by the City Commission at a meeting held on the 
_______ day _____________________, 2017. 
 
____________________________________ __________________________________ 
DIANE LYON, Clerk    PAT HUMPHREY, Mayor  
City of Clare     City of Clare 


